
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11, 2026 
 
 
The Honorable Aaron F. Reitz 
United States Attorney 
Southern District of Texas 
1000 Louisiana, Suite 2300 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
Dear Mr. Reitz: 
 

I am aware of your letter, posted to X today, which purports to initiate an investigation 
into me for conducting a congressional inquiry. This is just the latest in a series of unlawful 
actions on the part of the Trump Administration attempting to intimidate Members of Congress 
for engaging in constitutionally protected activity.1 Your implied threat of an investigation is 
baseless.2 

As incoming Chair of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, I will not be 
intimidated. I will work on behalf of the American people to vigorously pursue investigations 
into this Administration’s misuse of taxpayer dollars and any corporate entity that has enabled its 
boundless corruption. The public deserves to know the terms under which dozens of American 
companies were persuaded to donate millions of dollars to the President’s vanity projects, and 
whether lawsuits were dismissed, contracts were awarded, or regulations went unenforced in 
exchange for that money. The public deserves transparency about whether the White House and 
the corporations it cajoled extracted favors at the expense of American taxpayers. Not only are 
these appropriate subjects for congressional oversight, but such inquiries are among the 
constitutional duties that Members of Congress must undertake to become informed about 
matters on which legislation may be necessary.   

 
1 Charlie Savage, Jonathan Swan, and Michael Gold, White House Threatens Congress, Saying Aggressive 

Investigations Could Be Crime, The New York Times (Nov. 11, 2026) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/11/11/us/politics/trump-democrats-congress-oversight-committee.html; Sadie 
Gurman and C. Ryan Barber, Grand Jury Declines to Indict Democrats Who Told Troops to Disobey Illegal Orders, 
The Wall Street Journal, (Feb. 11, 2026), https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/grand-jury-declines-to-indict-
democrats-who-told-servicemembers-to-disobey-illegal-orders-978a6f6f. 

2 See, e.g., U.S. Const. art. I, § 6, cl. 1; Eastland v. United States Servicemen's Fund, 421 U.S. 491 (1975). 
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Since you appear to have evidence of the Trump Administration’s efforts to protect 
corporate donors and Administration officials from legitimate oversight, I accordingly direct you 
to preserve all records and correspondence, including all communications with the White House 
or senior officials at the Department of Justice, related to the decision to draft and post your 
letter. Please confirm by no later than 6:00 p.m. on November 12, 2026, that you have received 
my letter and have taken steps to preserve the materials described above. 

 
Sincerely,  
        

 
  
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

 
 


