
July 30, 2026

VIA EMAIL

The Honorable Pete Hegseth The Honorable Chris Wright
Secretary of Defense Secretary of Energy
1000 Defense Pentagon 1000 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20301 Washington, DC 20585

The Honorable Howard Lutnick The Honorable Doug Burgum
Secretary of Commerce Secretary of the Interior
1401 Constitution Ave., N.W. 1849 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230 Washington, D.C. 20240

The Honorable John Jovanovic
President & Chairman
Export-Import Bank of the United States
811 Vermont Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20571

Dear Secretary Hegseth, Secretary Wright, Secretary Lutnick, Secretary Burgum, and Mr. 
Jovanoic:

We write today regarding troubling reporting concerning the continued use of government
funds to benefit President Trump’s friends and family, including Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick and his family.  Recent reporting has detailed that at least 14 companies actively working
with the federal government on critical mining deals have ties to companies connected to either
Mr.  Lutnick’s  family,  President  Trump’s  family,  or  both.1  This  reporting  has  also  detailed
President Trump’s personal involvement in securing at least one of these deals.2  We write to
request further details regarding the number of current mining deals involving President Trump’s
friends and family, and President Trump’s role in effectuating these deals.

Securing supply chains for critical minerals is vital for America’s national security and
economic competitiveness, and has accordingly been a priority for recent administrations of both
political parties.3  These materials are the critical ingredients for electronics, semiconductors,

1 Paul Sonne and Eric Lipton, Trump Cut a Billion-Dollar Mining Deal. His Sons Stand to Profit, N.Y. 
Times (June 28, 2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/28/world/europe/trump-lutnick-sons-kazakhstan.html.

2 Id.
3 See, e.g., Unleashing America’s Mineral Potential: The Critical Mineral Commodity Supply Chain: 

Hearing Before the H. Comm. On Natural Resources, Subcomm. on Oversight and Investigations, 119th Cong. 
(2026) (testimony of Faith Williams), https://docs.pogo.org/testimony/2026/POGO_Government-Involvement-in-
the-Critical-Minerals-Industry_2026-03-25.pdf?_ga=2.197950249.785169484.1782827447-
2117272110.1774989777.



batteries, and green technology.4  In the second Trump Administration, funding for efforts to secure
these supply chains has skyrocketed, with the One Big Beautiful Bill Act providing nearly $13
billion for direct Defense Production Act grants and approximately $350 billion in available
financing for critical minerals and other projects.5  This has resulted in what has been described as
“a modern-day gold rush in the critical minerals industry.”6

Recent reporting suggests that the result has been a host of deals to benefit the Trump and
Lutnick families, including deals involving each of your agencies or departments.  The 14 deals
identified  so  far  show  that  the  government  has  provided  or  is  considering  providing  these
companies with at least $8.9 billion taxpayer dollars.7 In one case, it appears President Trump
himself spoke with Kazakhstan’s President to ensure that Kaz Resources, a company connected to
his son’s and Mr. Lutnick’s family, would have access to tungsten mines in Kazakhstan.8 The
Export-Import Bank of the United States (EXIM) and the U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation (DFC) have issued letters of interest for $1.6 billion of federal financing, indicating
the willingness of these agencies to consider supporting the project,9 and the company is seeking
an additional $400 million loan from the Department of Defense.10 This may represent only the tip
of the iceberg of the true scale of money flowing to interests connected to the Lutnick and Trump
families.

It is especially important that federal investments meant to secure vital national security
and economic interests like critical minerals are based on the merits, and that decisions to spend
taxpayer dollars to secure these resources are made free of conflicts of interest. The circumstances
regarding these deals suggest that those goals might not be at the forefront of the Administration’s
considerations  regarding  these  transactions.   Please  preserve  all  documents,  records,11 and
communications12 related to critical mining deals connected to companies with connections to the
Trump and/or Lutnick families, including but not limited to Cantor Fitzgerald, USA Rare Earth,
Kaz Resources, Perpetua Resources, ASP Isotopes, Critical Metals Corporation, Vulcan Elements,
the Metals Company, Trilogy Metals, American Ocean Minerals Corporation, Guardian Metal
Resources, Titan Mining, Westwater Resources, Reelement/American Resources Corporation, and
Energy Fuels Incorporated.  Please also provide detailed responses to the following requests by
August 13, 2026:  

4 Id.
5 See Pub. L. No. 119-21; Letter from Jared Huffman, Martin Heinrech, and Robert Garcia to the Hon. Pete 

Hegseth et al. (Feb. 2, 2026), https://democrats-naturalresources.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2026-02-
02_moc_to_defense_commerce_energy_interior_re_mineral_equity_deals_oversight.pdf.

6 Sonne and Lipton, supra note 1.
7 Id.
8 Id.
9 Id.
10 George Steer, Group linked to Trump sons asks US for extra $400mn for tungsten mine, Financial Times 

(May 12, 2026), https://www.ft.com/content/80b47fe6-f752-4f5e-9507-fe0d14934e72?syn-25a6b1a6=1.
11 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 

including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).

12 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any
way between two or more individuals or entities.



1. Please identify any critical mining deals entered into or contemplated by your 
department or agency involving Cantor Fitzgerald or any entity affiliated with the 
Trump or Lutnick families since January 20, 2025 and, for each deal identified, please
describe the contractual nature of that deal;

2. For each deal identified in response to question 1, please describe the criteria used to 
select these specific companies, including a description of other companies 
considered and the reason those companies were not selected;

3. For each deal identified in response to question 1, please describe any 
communications with the White House regarding the deal;

4. For each deal identified in response to question 1, please describe any 
communications with Cantor Fitzgerald or any entity affiliated with the Trump or 
Lutnick families regarding the deal; and

5. For each deal identified in response to question 1, please describe any other White 
House involvement in the deal, including but not limited to any interactions with 
foreign governments regarding securing the companies access to critical mineral 
reserves.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

  
Sincerely,

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator
Ranking Member, Permanent 
Subcommittee on 
Investigations

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator



Elizabeth Warren
Ranking Member
Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs


