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I appreciate the honor of introducing Mr. Comey to the committee and supporting him strongly for this new role in an extraordinarily distinguished career of public service. I want to welcome him and his family, his wife Patrice, and I think a number of your children are with you today, I’ll let you introduce them, but I look forward to saying hello to them later when we’re done. 

I want to say how much I admire Mr. Comey’s record of public service; he really epitomizes what is best about American public service. Senator Grassley mentioned that he was re-entering public service, but in a sense he had never left it, because in his private life, his life of working in the private sector, he has also contributed immensely to his community and to his state, the state of Connecticut and the community of Westport, where he and his wife Patrice really have devoted themselves and his family to serving the needs and interests of both their community and the state, and the many individuals who live there. 

Mr. Comey is no stranger to our civil and criminal justice system, in fact, his life has been about public service and about using the Department of Justice as an agent and a means to achieve greater justice in our society. He began his career at the Department of Justice in one of the most difficult and important jobs there is; as an assistant United States attorney in the Southern district of New York, and he quickly rose to become the Deputy Chief of the Criminal Division. As a former US attorney myself, I know how important that responsibility is in a practical, hands-on sense of making extraordinarily difficult decisions about balancing individual rights and also the need to prosecute and achieve greater security and safety for the community. 

He took on another difficult job as Managing Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern district of Virginia and he was recognized by his superiors there as an unusually skilled prosecutor who could be counted on to get results and get the job done. And, he had personal responsibility for prosecuting one of the most heinous terrorist attacks in the history of the United States at Khobar Tower Barracks in Saudi Arabia, where he quickly delivered 14 indictments. He was promoted at that time to be United States Attorney for the Southern district of New York, one of the major prosecutor areas outside of Washington. And, he showed the same fearlessness, and tirelessness, and relentlessness in his dedication to justice there, which have become his trademark as a professional prosecutor. 

He also pursued corporate crime in some of America’s biggest businesses, and he was recognized for his performance there with the Director’s Award for Superior Performance and the Henry L. Stimson Medal from the New York City Bar Association. In fact, throughout his career, he has been recognized not only in the public sector but also by the private bar. 

Mr. Comey’s success led to his nomination to be Deputy Attorney General for the United States, the second highest ranking official at the Department of Justice. A lot has been written and said about his tenure in that role, and I had the privilege of working with him in a number of respects as Attorney General for Connecticut during that period of time. But, I came to admire his extraordinary courage in standing up and speaking out to his superiors, and his willingness to speak truth to power and defend the most fundamental liberties and guarantees that our constitution provides. And, I know that whatever the members of this committee think about Mr. Comey’s views, they can count on his complete and utter integrity, his devotion to the rule of law, and his dedication to excellence in the pursuit of justice and civil liberties, which he has demonstrated not just in words, but in actions throughout his career. 

In Westport, Connecticut I particularly admired the work that his wife and he have done in the community as I mentioned earlier, but I think noteworthy for this committee, and I know a number of my colleagues are aware, that he and his wife are licensed foster parents in Connecticut and have cared for infants and toddlers in that role. They have also donated their time, and energy, and resources to create a foundation to support children who age out of foster care. So, his life has been about public service, and I’m honored and pleased that he has chosen to assume this very demanding and challenging role. 

I want to thank him and his family for the service and sacrifices they have made and thank you, Mr. Comey for joining us today; I look forward to hearing your testimony. Thank you. 

