Senator Blumenthal’s Amendment, Ending Trafficking in Government Contracting Act of 2012 (Amendment #3124): This amendment requires contractors to implement trafficking prevention programs, and strengthens the oversight and investigation of trafficking reports with the goal of eliminating trafficking in government contracting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Senator Blumenthal’s Amendment, Protection of Veterans Memorials (Amendment #3015): Under current law, it is a federal crime to transport materials stolen from a veterans’ memorial only if the stolen material is valued over $5,000. This amendment removes the $5,000 threshold, and expands the definition of “veterans’ memorial” to cover all veterans’ memorials.

Senator Blumenthal’s Amendment, Canine Members of the Armed Forces Act, (Amendment #2940): This amendment is a modified version of the Canine Members of the Armed Forces Act (S.2134), which was introduced by Senator Blumenthal in February. This amendment authorizes the Secretary of Defense to transport retired military working dogs from their locations of service overseas to suitable domestic locations for adoption. This amendment will make it easier for former dog handlers and other veterans to adopt military working dogs without paying the steep costs of transporting them from Afghanistan or elsewhere overseas. This amendment also authorizes the Secretary of Defense to honor meritorious dogs or those killed in action, and to establish guidelines and standards of care for retired military working dogs without using any federal funds. 

Senator Murray’s Amendment, Mental Health ACCESS Act of 2012 ( Amendment #3099): This amendment includes a provision sponsored by Senator Blumenthal that allows for the disposal of unused, unneeded, or expired prescription drugs by veterans to the Veterans Administration hospitals and health facilities. This provision provides veterans with a secure and convenient way to dispose of prescriptions drugs, and will also assist in preventing the diversion and abuse of these drugs.

Senator Gillibrand’s Amendment, Certain Treatment Of Developmental Disabilities, Including Autism, Under The Tricare Program (Amendment #3058): This amendment was originally sponsored by both Senators Blumenthal and Lieberman and expands coverage for the treatment of autism for TRICARE beneficiaries. This coverage expansion includes behavioral health treatment, including applied behavior analysis. 

Senator Merkley’s Amendment, Completion Of Accelerated Transition Of United States Combat And Military And Security Operations To The Government of Afghanistan (Amendment #3096): This amendment supports the administration’s strategy in Afghanistan of continuing the transition of lead responsibility for security to the Government of Afghanistan by mid-summer 2013, the draw-down of U.S. troops through the end of 2014, and the end to all regular combat operations by U.S. troops by December 31, 2014.

Senator Menendez’s Amendment, Iran Freedom And Counter-Proliferation Act Of 2012 (Amendment #3232): This amendment was offered by Senators Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), Mark Kirk (R-Ill.), and Lieberman and increases sanctions on Iran in five key sectors. First, it designates Iran’s energy, port, shipping, and ship-building sectors as entities of proliferation concern because they support and fund Iran’s proliferation activities. The U.S. will sanction any transactions with these sectors, with the exception of certain petroleum transactions from companies that have already greatly reduced their petroleum purchases from Iran. Second, it sanctions individuals on the Department of the Treasury’s specially designated nationals list, which includes people who have assisted Iran with weapons proliferation or terrorism. Third, it imposes sanctions on people selling certain commodities relevant to the nuclear sector, including graphite, aluminum, steel, metallurgical coal, and software for integrating industrial processes. Fourth, it sanctions the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting entity and its President for human rights abuses. Fifth, it creates exceptions to the sanctions for the sale of food, agricultural commodities, medicine, medicinal devices, and other goods to address humanitarian concerns. Finally, it sanctions Iranians who divert these resources from reaching the Iranian people.

This amendment follows up on an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act of 2012 that imposed sanctions on Iran. Senator Blumenthal was a leading proponent and cosponsor of that amendment. 

Senator Whitehouse’s, The Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act (Amendment #3180): This amendment is the same as the Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act (S.3560). Senator Blumenthal was a lead cosponsor of S.3560. The amendment instructs the National Cancer Institute to start working groups of researchers and patient advocates to develop scientific frameworks for addressing cancers with low survival rates, such as pancreatic and lung cancers. The Congressional Budget Office estimates that this will have no significant budgetary impact. 




