Conaress of the United States
Washington, VD 20510

March 29, 2016

The Honorable John McCain
Chairman

Senate Armed Services Committee
228 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jack Reed

Ranking Member

Senate Armed Services Committee
228 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Mac Thornberry
Chairman

House Armed Services Committee
2310 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Adam Smith

Ranking Member

House Armed Services Committee
2264 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairmen and Ranking Members:

The Honorable Thad Cochran

Chairman

Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee
S-128, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Richard Durbin

Ranking Member

Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee
S-128, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee, Defense
2306 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Pete Visclosky

Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee, Defense
2256 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

We respectfully request that you consider the need expressed by the Army in its
Unfinanced Requirements List for additional UH-60M Black Hawks in Fiscal Year 2017, as well
as the National Guard Association of the United States request for additional UH-60M Black
Hawks for the Army National Guard fleet. Additional UH-60Ms will address urgent Army
readiness concerns, accelerate modernization of the National Guard fleet, and provide substantial
savings by procuring at the most efficient rate.

With budget constraints creating challenges for our Armed Forces, Army Aviation
programs — including the UH-60M Black Hawk — face declining resources in a time of growing
need. The proposed FY 2017 Army Aviation budget includes a decrease of $2.3 billion from
what was enacted in FY 2016, with a decrease in UH-60M production down to a total of 36
helicopters. This is a reduction of 34 helicopters from what was planned just two years ago for



FY 2017, and 24 fewer than the plan contained in the FY 2016 budget. The UH-60M Black
Hawk continues to be the backbone of Army Aviation, and its modernization strategy is
incredibly important to all components, given the wear and tear on the fleet resulting from more
than 14 years of sustained combat operations and high OPTEMPO. This is particularly true of
the remaining UH-60A aircraft, the majority of which remain in the Army National Guard, all of
which need to be replaced or upgraded to sustain Army capabilities. The FY 2017 request for
just 36 helicopters can only be a response to budget pressure and not of need.

Should funding become available for Army aviation as you craft your FY 2017 defense
legislation, we ask for your support for additional funding for UH-60M Black Hawks to meet
Army unfunded requirements, continue the modernization of the National Guard Black Hawk
fleet, and take advantage of unit cost savings that benefit the Army and the taxpayers. Thank you
for consideration of this critical equipment need within the Total Army.

Sincerely,
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL ROSA L. DeLAURO
United States Senator Member of Congress
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Inited States Senator United States Senator
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United States Senator United States Senator
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United States Senator United States Senato
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ELIZ ETH WARREN
Unlted tates Senator

G?ORY A. BOOKER

United States Senator

JERROD BROWN
United States Senator
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PETER T. KIN
Member of Congress

RALPH ABRAHAM, M.D.
Member of Congress

KEITH ROTHFUS
Member of Congress

" CHRISTOPHER A. COONS
United States Senator

EDWARD J. MAKKEY a

United States Senator
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KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND
United States Senator
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EL¥2ABETH H. ESTY
Mermber of Congress
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MARK DeSAULNIER
Member of Congress

PETER WELCH
Member of Congress
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MIKE THOMPSON ~ *
Member of Congress




Member of Congress

RICHARD HANNA
ember of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DAVE LOEBSACK
Member of Congress
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CHRIS GIBSON
Member of Congress
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LOUISE SLAUGHTER
Member of Congress
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HLEEN M. RIC
Member of Congress

#

MIKE COFFMAN
Member of Congress
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J B. LARSON
ember of Congress
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LOIS FRANKEL
Member of Congress
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