ANnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 22, 2011

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Sebeljus,

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act requires that qualified health plans
provide benefits without cost-sharing for certain recommended preventive health care
services. Because gaps have historically existed in preventive service recommendations for
women, bipartisan members of the Senate worked together to include the “Women'’s Preventive
Health Amendment,” which will ensure that health plans are required to cover preventive
services specifically recommended for women’s health. As you know, the Institute of Medicine
(IOM) was charged with making evidence-based recommendations to the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) with respect to these women’s preventive health care services,

We write today to affirm our strong support for the recommendations made by the IOM.
Further, we urge you to accept these recommendations in a timely manner in order to ensure our
nation’s women are able to access these life-saving health care screenings and services as
quickly as possible. Providing preventive health care services such as gestational diabetes
screening, HIV and sexually transmitted infection testing and counseling, and access to a full
range of contraceptive methods has been shown to improve women’s health outcomes and
reduce the overall cost of their health care. Additionally, services such as lactation support and
screening and counseling for domestic violence can improve the lives of children and families as
well as women.

Access to preventive health care is essential for improving the health of our nation and
bringing our health care costs back under control. If fully adopted, the IOM’s recommendations
wiil not only improve the availability and accessibility of women’s health services, but they will
also represent an important step toward a healthier and more fiscally responsible future.
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